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Implication on the War on Drugs
The war on drugs that started over forty years ago has seen America being considered as the most incarcerated nation on earth. More than 45 million incarcerations have been made over those years. What is somewhat disturbing in all these is that less or no grounds have been captured in the fight against drugs. Today, drugs are cheaper, purer, and more available than they were ever before, thus pointing out that there is something wrong somewhere as further depicted in the documentary The House I Live In.
 At its onset, the war on drugs was treated as a matter of public health, but it was later infiltrated by individuals with other motives who turned the matter to law enforcement. The war on drugs was now turned into a machine that feeds on the less fortunate in society, especially the minority communities. The war has today attracted police officers, prison authorities, journalists, politicians, Federal judges, and inmates who, in one way or another, are committed to making sure the war is unwinnable. As such, America’s democracy that has always been revered as a beacon of hope has been reduced to oppression, racism, and discrimination.
Through the documentary, I could see how the war on drugs is connected to poverty, joblessness, and the unending crimes in the street that have led to loose of many lives. Close to 80% of people in the federal prison and almost 60% of those in state prisons are incarcerated on drug-related charges, and many of them are either Blacks or Latino (Jarecki, 2012). The drug law violation does not end at locking up an individual; it also ensures that the individual is denied child custody, business loans, voting rights, public housing, student aid, employment, and other public assistance. These things form a vital part of our survival on this planet, and thus, by denying them, one is left with no option but to be involved in drugs either by selling or abusing them. The addiction makes one dependent on drugs and since an individual’s means of getting income have been cut, being involved in crime is the only to satisfy the addiction urge. With the high number of Blacks and Latinos being incarcerated and the existing drug violation policies, the drug crime rate will always increase, and the law enforcers will be there to encourage it thanks to the economic gains they reap.
[bookmark: _GoBack] The documentary invokes the thoughts of racism and discrimination whereby the Whites assert themselves as the superior race. Coming into terms with the fact that the minority races can have wealth as them has always been very difficult, and thus, why they always try to tie any of this wealth to drug money. Civil asset forfeiture is one way the authorities use to cut their intended superiority and don’t empower their race. The destruction of families through mass incarceration has also helped the authorities put the Blacks and Latinos in society. The mass incarcerations have left many families without the father figure who took care of their families. Mothers have been left helpless, which has a toll on the kids who venture into drugs to help their families, and this choice will have negative impacts on their future as far as continuing to wallow in poverty is concerned.
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